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Investigation of Pre-service Teachers' Language Assessment Literacy Development  

Jiyoon Lee 

Abstract: This lecture will address a research study that explores the concept of language assessment 

literacy (LAL) using empirical data from a teacher-education course. LAL has been roughly defined as 

education stakeholders’ understanding of language assessment practices and knowledge (Inbar-Lourie, 

2008; Popham, 2011). Lee (2018) further expands LAL to include theoretical principles of assessment, 

socio-cultural-political consequences of assessment, technical skills to design assessment, interpretation 

of assessment results, and sound practices with a focus on education stakeholders’ understanding of 

language development. New thoughts on language education in a multilingual and globalized world will 

also be addressed.  

 

While every stakeholder in education is concerned with assessment in one way or another, it is undeniable 

that teachers play pivotal roles in assessment. Teachers are involved in developing and administering 

classroom-based or high-stakes assessment, analyzing and using assessment results for their instruction, 

and communicating results with other stakeholders including students and parents. However, research 

studies documented that pre-service teachers do not receive enough education to develop their own 

assessment literacy. This talk will describe a pedagogical project that pre-service language teachers 

engaged to improve their LAL. Based on the framework of LAL, Lee developed a pedagogical project 

where pre-service language teachers developed and critiqued their assessment practices. Adopting the 

LAL framework, she analyzed how the preservice teachers’ knowledge, skills, and principles developed. 

Thematic analyses of the preservice teachers’ reflections of LAL revealed that they presented their LAL 

more explicitly and concretely as they were engaged in a semester-long language assessment 

development project. Findings indicate the participants used more meta-language related to language 

assessment theories (e.g., constructs, reliability, validity) in post-reflections than in pre-course reflections. 

Findings also reveal that more time and education than a semester-long course was necessary to apply 

their LAL in real teaching settings.   
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