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Abstract: The adaptations of English literature, in particular children’s literature have 

thrived in decades to cope with the ever-expanding market of teaching English. While we all 

agree that the use of abridgement can open the door to the literary world for readers, what is 

at issue is: does the abridgement which favours less demanding linguistic dexterity operate at 

the expense of children’s imagination? Pertaining to the question, this paper conducts a 

comparative study of J. M. Barrie’s Peter Pan (1911), the unabridged version, and G. 

Clemen’s abridged version (2000). The alteration of the plot, the deletion of some famous 

lines and passages, the replacement of some significant expressions in the abridged version 

will be discussed. The study illustrates that Clemen’s version of Peter Pan lacks qualities that 

would take readers into Barrie’s imaginative world and explain the inexplicable. Though 

popular among students, parents and teachers, abridgement may disrupt the order that a 

children’s writer has set for his fictional world. 
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