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When it comes to the English word ‘politeness’ or the 

Chinese limao 禮貌 , many (quite rightly) associate it with 

something ‘old fashioned’, such as table manners and etiquette. 

Yet, from the analyst’s point of view, ‘politeness’ encompasses 

something much broader: it covers all forms of interpersonal 

behaviour through which one expresses to the other that (s)he 

takes the other’s feelings into account. Thus, ‘politeness 

research’ includes the study of a variety of phenomena, such as 

deference, sarcasm, humour and so on and forth, and it is not a coincidence that over the past decade this area has 

become one of the most robustly developing fields in pragmatics. However, linguistic politeness research has many 

unresolved areas such as, importantly, the relationship between politeness and culture. ‘Culture’ is often used as a 

buzzword in many areas of pragmatics, but from the politeness researcher’s point of view it is a problematic notion: we 

cannot directly associate a particular form of behaviour with a certain culture, without the risk of oversimplifying our 

understanding of culture and interpersonal behaviour. At the same time, it is undeniable that politeness is subject to 

variation across cultures, and a key challenge is how to create ‘macro’ models of politeness that reflect the operation of 

politeness in terms of behavioural and interpretational tendencies across cultures. In this talk, I will overview my 

pragmatic and intercultural work on this issue, which I have developed over the past decade. I will use examples from 

both English and Chinese, to illustrate the cultural complexities that surround politeness behaviour. 

 

Daniel Z. Kadar (D.Litt, PhD) is Research Professor and Director of Research Centre at the Research 

Institute for Linguistics of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences, and Yunshan Chair Professor at the Key 

National Research Institute for Linguistics and Applied Linguistics of the Guangdong University of 

Foreign Studies. He also teaches in part time at Anglia Ruskin University, UK. He is author/editor of 22 

volumes, published by world leading academic publishers, such as Cambridge University Press, and has 

published a large number of academic papers in high-impact journals such as Journal of Pragmatics, 

Multilingua and Journal of Politeness Research. He is an Editor (with Prof Xinren Chen) of the peer-reviewed 

journal East Asian Pragmatics, Series Editor of Edinburgh Studies in Sociopragmatics, and one of the Editors (with 

Profs. Michael Haugh and Marina Terkourafi) of the Cambridge Handbook of Sociopragmatics. His most recent 

volumes include Politeness, Impoliteness and Ritual: Maintaining the Moral Order in Interpersonal 

Interaction (Cambridge University Press, 2017) and the Palgrave Handbook of Linguistic (Im)Politeness (with Jonathan 

Culpeper and Michael Haugh, Palgrave Macmillan, 2017). Daniel has a long-standing interest in East Asian cultures, 

and is fluent in Chinese, Japanese and Classical Chinese.  


