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Stuart Christie 

Abstract: As a basis for further 

discussion, this workshop offers one 

deceptively simple question:  Why do 

written texts continue to occupy 

privileged sites of meaning in the world? 

I have yet to find an entirely convincing 

answer, apart from the present 

sufficiency of published texts which 

continue to sustain the professoriate’s 

guild authority in support of 

institutional relationships and their 

disciplines. Nineteenth-century 

philology, as well as more recent Foucauldian and New Historicist approaches, continue to endorse 

and authorize the discourse “archaeology” of text-dependent academic work, itself reliant upon 

the wider dissemination and authority of texts and their circulating translations. Certainly, texts 

remain a still meaningful (and, for some, crucial) basis and resource for transmitting history and 

culture.  

I view this workshop as an opportunity to learn and as a forum for constructive dialog, not as a 

lecture. Accordingly I will make only very brief reference to some touchstones—via the advent of 

object-oriented ontology in literary-philosophical studies and the rise of immersive technologies 

which de-center (by augmenting) textual approaches—which participants may find useful as they 

ponder and discuss the main question. Ultimately, we may ask what the implications of a radically 

“immersive” reading practice for students and teachers in the 21st century are as we ponder the 

future of humanistic learning. If reading through (or via) the world no longer (or exclusively) 

requires texts, alternative literacies may emerge—of, for, and by the world rather than “about” the 

world—ensuring a more impactful and experiential basis for community learning outside the 

privilege of institutions, their texts, and the academic high-priests interpreting them. 

About the speaker: Stuart Christie is Head of the Department of English Language and Literature at HKBU. 
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