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Abstract: This study focuses on the erroneous use of false friends (words that look alike 

but differ in meaning) in the spoken and written academic learner English of speakers of 

five different first languages (Dutch, French, German, Italian, Spanish), relying on the 

International Corpus of Learner English, version 2 (ICLEv2) and the Louvain International 

Database of Spoken English Interlanguage (LINDSEI). Results indicate that only certain false 

friends are often used inaccurately, but that word frequency is a poor predictor of 

inaccurate use. Thus, the analysis explores other factors such as word class and 

concreteness in order to explain how likely learners are to commit false friends-related 

errors. Based on these results, recommendations for second language pedagogy will be 

made. 

Given that this talk is part of a research seminar, I would welcome comments from the 

audience on the following questions (as well as others): 

- What other factors could explain why certain false friends are more likely to cause errors 

than others? 

- Could frequency in a learner’s first language be an important factor? If so, what comparable 

corpus or corpora of the five languages exist from which word frequency measures can be 

derived?  

About the speaker: Robert Fuchs is a Research Assistant Professor at the Hong 

Kong Baptist University. His research focuses on the phonology, syntax, lexis and 

pragmatics of English as a Foreign, Second and First Languages in countries 

around the globe. He has co-edited a volume on “Universal or Diverse Paths to 

English Phonology? Bridging the Gap between Research on Phonological Acquisition 

of English as a Second, Third or Foreign Language” (published by de Gruyter), and 

is co-editor of a forthcoming special issue of the journal “World Englishes” on the 

future of the International Corpus of English project, and a special issue of the 

“International Journal of Learner Corpus Research” on tense and aspect in learner language. 
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