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Disturbing the Universe: Queer Temporalities and the Queer Child 
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In the aftermath of the AIDS epidemic, there emerged an 
urgent desire to articulate and archive a collective history 
of the queer community as a distinct people whose past is 
in a state of constant erasure, and whose horizons of 
possibility are ceaselessly diminishing. Taking up this 
challenge, queer scholarship has made great strides 
thinking reflexively about queer histories under the rubric 
of queer temporality. Unlike the linear trajectories of 
heteronormative temporality whose sequential 
progression is predicated on an unequivocal reproductive 
futurism, queer temporality does not unfold in accordance 
to linear chronology and therefore does not point to 
procreative repetition. Unmoored from the security of 
historical belonging, the certainty of reproductive ontology, 
and the transient and contingent present, queer 

temporality is essentially the experience of temporal asynchrony. The queer child, with all its 
impossibility of representations and self-relations, epitomizes this asynchronous subjectivity. 
It subverts the image of the ideal child which has long been the symbol of heteronormativity’s 
self-perpetuation. Since all children are assumed to be heterosexual – or more crucially 
asexual, the child who does not conform to normative sexual orientation disrupts its own 
symbolism as a placeholder for futurity, throwing the linear hetero- repro-futurism into the 
murky water of asynchronicities. In this talk, I will discuss the difficulties and potentialities of 
theorizing queer temporalities, especially how it informs alternative ways of thinking about 
childhood, queer subjectivities and relationalities. 
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