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Abstract: Language emerged as a product 

whose components were exapted from 

more basic functions, such as respiration, 

mastication, and various types of memories 

and reasoning abilities.  Some of these 

components begin to develop even before 

birth.  Infants acquire language at a time 

table which is remarkably uniform across 

the world.  While a great deal is now known about language acquisition, research 

on the other end of the lifespan has only recently begun, on cases of language 

impairment due to normal ageing and due to neuropathologies.    

Prof. William Shi-Yuan Wang is Prof. Emeritus, UC Berkeley. He completed 

his PhD in Linguistics in 1960 at the University of Michigan, and was 

Professor of Linguistics at UC Berkeley from 1966 until he retired in 1995. 

Since then he has been Professor of Language Engineering at CUHK, Adjunct 

Professor of Linguistics at the HKUST, Chair Professor at National Taiwan 

Normal University, and is currently a Chair Professor of Language and 

Cognitive Sciences at HK Polyu. He is also an Honorary Professor of Peking 

University and an Acamedician of Academia Sinica. 

Prof. Wang’s PhD dissertation was one of the first studies to apply combined 

knowledge of linguistics and acoustics to the problem of machine recognition 

of speech. He and his research team at the Language Engineering Lab at 

CUHK worked on, among other things, speech recognition and computational 

modeling of language evolution. 

Prof. Wang’s central interest is in language and cognition within the joint perspective of evolution theory 

and cognitive neuroscience. He is deeply interested in the interaction between language, culture, and the 

brain, in both normal and impaired individuals. The impaired individuals which interest him in particular 

are those with cognitive decline due to ageing as well as various forms of aphasia, alexia, and dementia, 

including Alzheimer’s Disease. He is currently working on a GRF-funded research project titled: “Multi-

sensory Integration & Language in the Elderly: An Electroencephalographic Comparison of Normal 

Ageing & Dementia.” 
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