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Recurring	  Imagism:	   	  

On	  the	  Relationship	  between	   	  
Classical	  Chinese	  Poetry	  in	  Translation	   	  

and	  the	  History	  of	  Creative	  Writing	  Pedagogy	  in	  the	  U.S.	  
 James	  Shea	   	   	  	   	  

Classical Chinese poetics, by way of 
two American poets, Ezra Pound and 
James Wright, has had an 
underappreciated influence on 
creative writing pedagogy in the 
United States. Ernest Hemingway’s 
writing style, long the model for 
fiction writing instruction in the U.S., 
and the dictum “Show, don’t tell,” a 
popular adage in creative writing 

instruction, can be traced to Ezra Pound, whom T.S. Eliot described as “the inventor 
of Chinese poetry for our time.” Decades after Pound, James Wright’s eventual 
break from meter and his emphasis on the image (or “deep image”), informed by his 
readings and imitations of Chinese poetry in translation, marked a second wave of 
“Imagism” in the U.S., which also had a profound influence on writing workshops. 
This examination of how aesthetic conventions emerge and evolve in creative 
writing pedagogy is especially salient given the rise of creative writing instruction 
in Hong Kong and mainland China. 
 
James Shea, a former Fulbright Scholar, currently teaches in the Department of Humanities and 

Creative Writing at Hong Kong Baptist University. He is the author of two books of poetry, Star in 
the Eye (Fence Books, 2008) and The Lost Novel (Fence Books, 2014). His poems have appeared in 

various publications, including Boston Review, Colorado Review, Denver Quarterly, jubilat, The 
Iowa Review, and The New Census: An Anthology of Contemporary American Poetry.  
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