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Abstract: While there is no shortage of touristic 

or exoticizing fiction set in Hong Kong, English 

language creative writing that attends to Hong 

Kong as place – its people, history, culture – 

remains largely invisible to a global readership. 

In addressing this issue, this paper will begin with 

references to academically established starting points such as literary 

postcolonialism and world anglophone literatures. Following through the logic of 

these beginnings, I will raise the question of the “impossibility” of anglophone 

Hong Kong literature. My discussion is grounded on continuing debates in Chinese 

about how (and how not) to tell the story of Hong Kong as colony and postcolony.  

Such grounding helps, in turn, to describe and explain - both formally and 

contextually – hybridizing and translational features in the language of 

anglophone Hong Kong literature. Through analyses of specific texts, this paper 

launches a critical inquiry into the forms of language use that enable anglophone 

Hong Kong literature to become recognizably local and global. 

  

Until her recent early retirement, Elaine Yee Lin Ho was 

Professor in the School of English at HKU. Prof. Ho has a Ph.D 

in English Renaissance Literature. Her research has focused on 

the study of literary forms, genres, and inventiveness at specific 

historical junctures. Her publications include two book 

monographs, two co-edited collections of essays, and many 

articles in the following areas: English Renaissance Literature, 

travel, marginality, postcoloniality, literary and cultural 

translation in world anglophone literatures, Hong Kong literature and film, law and literature. Prof. 

Ho is currently working on a study of anglophone Hong Kong writing, and on trial and court 

narratives. 
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