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 Abstract: In an era where social, economic and 

consumer networks have become reducible to 

algorithmic relations, fiction has often struggled to make 

sense of these data flows and the accelerated temporality 

that accompanies their crisscrossing from one location 

to the next. These technological developments have 

coincided with popular imaginings of data surveillance 

and the systemic anxiety arising from their deployment, 

characterized by the rise of individual digital dossiers which allow for the compilation and 

subsequent mining of users’ personal information. Though cyberspace has long been the 

preserve of novelists’ utopian/dystopian projections, it is only recently that contemporary fiction 

has linked these architectures of surveillance to the digital realms of social media and fan forums, 

even as the technical components of data-mapping remain opaque to all but the most literate of 

data analysts. Combining elements of cyberpunk and postmodernist-cum-realist science fiction, 

William Gibson’s Pattern Recognition (2003), Don DeLillo’s Cosmopolis (2004), and Dave 

Egger’s The Circle (2013) encompass three very different responses to the intrusion of digital 

culture in our daily lives, marking attempts to cognitively map these data flows and render these 

complex processes more intelligible to the reader. This paper considers how the above-

mentioned texts critique some of the ideological imperatives of Big Data, such as the datafication 

of digital and consumer culture and the mechanisms of seduction that accompany them, as well 

as the consequent risks that arise from the (mis-)recognitions of these flows. This paper argues 

that, in their search for new conceptual models, these texts mediate between, on the one hand, a 

recognition of the need to supervise the complex interrelations of these data networks amidst the 

chaos and uncontrollability of their flows, and on the other, a desire for greater accountability for 

the management and dissemination of these platforms. 
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